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ZVP 1. I. Uvod / Introduction

Poznavanje razvoja latenske kulture, koja je
na najve¢em dijelu prostora sjeverne Hrvat-
ske obiljezila razdoblje mladeg Zeljeznog doba,
u posljednja dva desetljec¢a bitno se izmijeni-
lo s provedbom sustavnih terenskih pregleda
u kojima je zabiljezen niz novih nalazista, na
kojima su potom provedena manja pokusna
ili zastitna iskopavanja. Jedno od takvih nala-
ziSta je i groblje Zvonimirovo-Veliko polje na
kojem su istrazivanja zapocela 1993. godine te
zbog iznimnih postignuca traju sve do danas.
Ipak, potrebno je istaknuti kako pronalazak
veceg broj nalazista koja se mogu pripisati la-
tenskoj kulturi nije predstavljao iznenadenje,
buduci da su jo$ od kraja 19. stoljeca poznati
nalazi koji su nagovijestili zaposjedanje juznog
dijela Panonske nizine zajednicama kojima se
pripisivalo keltsko porijeklo, za $to su se potvr-
de nalazile u ve¢ tada poznatim i analiziranim
rimskim pisanim vrelima. Broj istrazivanja po-
rastao je posljednjih nekoliko godina kada su
poduzeta zastitna istrazivanja vec¢ih povrsSina
naselja koja ¢e, po konacnoj obradi, znatno
unaprijediti poznavanje naseljenosti te infra-
struktre naselja na prostoru sjeverne Hrvatske
u navedenom razdoblju kojeg su svojim razvo-
jem obiljezile zajednice Tauriska i Skordiska.
Na osnovi anti¢kih pisanih izvora i arheolos-
kih svejdocanstava poznato je kako su Skordis-
ci boravili u Srijemu te isto¢noj Slavoniji kao
zapadnom podrucju njihovog rasprostiranja,
dok su se na tlu srediSnje Hrvatske naselili Ta-

Incroduccion

The knowledge of the development of the La Téne
culture, whose presence marked the Late Iron
Age in the greatest part of northern Croatia, has
undergone considerable changes in the last two
decades owing to systematic field surveys that led
to the registration of a number of new findspots,
where small-scale trial or rescue excavations were
subsequently carried out. The Zvonimirovo-Veliko
Polje cemetery is one such site, where the excava-
tions that began in 1993 have continued to this
day due to the exceptional results. It is neverthe-
less necessary to point out that the discovery of a
large number of sites attributable to the La Téne
culture did not come as a surprise, considering
that from as early as the end of the 19" century
finds have been known that heralded the settling
of the southern part of the Pannonian plain by the
communities of arguably Celtic origin, for which
confirmations were found in the written sources
from the Roman period, already known and ana-
lysed at the time. The recent years have witnessed
an upsurge in the number of investigated settle-
ments, with large-scale rescue excavations that
will, once the analysis has been completed, con-
siderably broaden our understanding of the set-
tlement pattern and settlement infrastructure in
northern Croatia during that period, marked by
the development of the communities of the Tau-
risci and the Scordisci. Ancient written sources
and archaeological evidence reveal that Syrmia
and eastern Slavonia represented the western area
of the distribution of the Scordisci, while central

Mons Claudius, pogled sa sjevera / Mons Claudius, a view from the North
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Karta 1: polozaj groblja Zvonimirovo-Veliko polje u sjevernoj Hrvatskoj / Map 1: a position of the Zvonimirovo-Veliko polje cemetery
in northern Croatia

urisci, $to je predstavljalo njihovo isto¢no na- Croatia was settled by the Taurisci, for whom this
seobinsko podrucje. Iako su dijelili zajednicko represented the western part of the territory under
porijeklo i pripadnost keltskoj ekumeni kojoj their control. Even though they shared a common
su predstavljali juzno i jugoisto¢no predzide, origin and affiliation to the Celtic oecumene, of
posebnosti materijalne ostavstine Tauriska i which they formed the southern and south-east-
Skordiska nastale su kao rezultat naseljavanja ern boundary, the particularities of the material
tijekom druge polovice 4. st. pr. Kr. razli¢itih legacy of the Taurisci and the Scordisci were cre-
podrucja na kojima su zatekli i razlicite au- ated as the result of the fact that in the latter half
tohtone supstrate. Upravo se sa svakim novim of the 4™ c. BC these two communities settled dif-
istrazivanjem sve viSe prepoznaje ocekivana, ferent areas, where they encountered also differ-
ali dosad slabo prepoznata autohtona materi- ent indigenous substrates. Each new investigation
jalna ostavstina razlic¢itih panonskih zajednica, represents another step toward the recognition
posvjedocenih kasnije i u pisanim vrelima (npr. of the expected but until presently only poorly
Breuci, Andizeti, Jasi), koje su se nalazile pod recognized indigenous material legacy of various
dominacijom ili utjecajima susjednih keltskih Pannonian communities, confirmed subsequently
zajednica, od kojih su bastinile mnoge, njima also in written sources (e.g. Breuci, Andizetes,
nove civilizacijske tekovine koje su postale sa- Jasi). These communities, dominated or influ-
stavnim dijelom i njihovog naslijeda. enced by the neighbouring Celtic communities,

inherited from the latter many new attainments
of civilization, which they incorporated into their
own heritage.

Veliki napredak u sustavnom istrazivanju
materijalne i duhovne ostavstine latenske
kulture, ne samo u Podravini, ve¢ i u cije-

loj sjevernoj Hrvatskoj, predstavlja otkrice te A breakthrough in the systematic study of the ma-
provedba viSegodiSnjih zastitnih istrazivanja terial and spiritual legacy of the La Téne culture,
groblja Zvonimirovo-Veliko polje (op¢ina Su- not only in the Podravina region (Drava valley) but
hopolje, Viroviticko-podravska Zupanija). Radi in the entire northern Croatia, was achieved by the
se o jedinom sustavno istrazivanom groblju iz discovery and subsequent several-year-long rescue
razdoblja mladeg Zeljeznog doba u sjevernoj excavations of the Zvonimirovo-Veliko Polje cem-
Hrvatskoj na kojem su prikupljene spoznaje i etery (Suhopolje Municipality, Virovitica-Podravi-

materijalna ostavstina koji su u znatnoj mjeri na County). This is the only systematically investi-
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izmjenili dosadasnja saznanja o razvoju laten-
ske kulture na navedenom prostoru. Isto tako,
rezultati posljednjih istrazivanja drugih nala-
zita, posebno na virovitickom podrucju, s do-
bro dokumentiranim nalazima, uz one koji su
jo$ od kraja 19. stolje¢a sakupljani i pohranjeni
u muzejskim zbirkama, omogucéavaju proved-
bu tipolosko-kronoloske analize koja pokazuje
kako je sredi$nja Hrvatska' najve¢im dijelom
predstavljala isto¢no podrucje rasprostiranja
mokronoske skupine, odnosno Tauriska, koja
je danas znatno bolje poznata na osnovi rezul-
tata istrazivanja u srednjoj i isto¢noj Sloveniji
prema kojima je provedena njezina podjela na
nekoliko osnovnih stupnjeva razvoja u koje su
bili ukljuceni i pojedina¢ni nalazi s prostora
srediSnje Hrvatske.

Prvi detaljni opisi nalaza latenske kulture
s prostora srediSnje Hrvatske, s kulturnom
i kronoloskom determinacijom, rezultat su
znanstvenog djelovanja N. Majnari¢-Pandzic.
Izdvojene skupine nalaza iz unistenih grobova
u Malunju i Vojakovcu povezane su s nalazima
s prostora Dolenjske te su pripisane materijal-
noj ostavstini Tauriska. Poznavanje latenske
kulture u Podravini takoder je pocivalo na tek
rijetkim pojedina¢nim i slu¢ajnim nalazima te
manjim iskopavanjima naselja.? Za poznavanje
naseljenosti podravskog dijela srediSnje Hrvat-
ske izniman je doprinos Z. Markovica koji je na
koprivni¢kom podrucju poduzeo niz terenskih
pregleda te manjih pokusnih i zastitnih isko-

! Isto¢na granica sredi$nje Hrvatske odredena je zapadnim
grebenima Papuka i Psunja te se dalje nastavlja prema jugu do
Save. U Podravini je linija razgrani¢enja povucena preko istoc-
nih ogranaka Bilogore. Tako je isto¢na grani¢na linija prema
isto¢noj Hrvatskoj u sredisnjem dijelu jasno naznacena na osno-
vi reljefnih datosti, dok na rubovima presjeca podravski i posav-
ski nizinski koridor koji ujedno predstavljaju poveznicu izmedu
Podunavlja na istoku te jugoisto¢noalpskog podrucja na zapadu.
Sjeverna se granica nalazi na tokovima rijeka Drave i Mure, dok
je zapadna granica odredena drzavnim razgrani¢enjem prema
Sloveniji. Prema jugu nema jasne reljefne podijeljenosti koja bi
razdvojila sredi$nju od gorske Hrvatske, odnosno u sredis$nju
Hrvatsku jo§ spadaju Banovina i Kordun.

2 Danasnje poznavanje materijalnog naslijeda Tauriska najve-
¢im dijelom poc¢iva na rezultatima istrazivanja nalazista u Slove-
niji gdje su jos krajem 19. stoljeca otkrivena i istrazena neka od
najznacajnijih nalazista, a prema jednom od njih, onom u Mo-
kronogu, materijalna ostavstina Tauriska nazvana je mokronos-
kom: Gustin 1977; Gustin 1984; Bozi¢ 1987; Bozi¢ 1999.

3 Medu pojedina¢nim i slu¢ajnim nalazima latenske kulture u
Podravini izdvajaju se: ranolatenska narukvica iz Ferdinandov-
ca, srednjolatenski mac i bojni noz iz Bartlovca i Kuserbanj bri-
jega, zatim fibula iz Klostra Podravskog, kasnolatenska konjska
oprema iz OreSca te ostave isto¢nonorickog srebrnog novca iz
Durdevca i Varazdina: Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 1970, 76; Majnari¢-
Pandzi¢ 1978, 153-155.
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gated Late Iron Age cemetery in northern Croatia,
and it yielded knowledge and material legacy that
significantly changed the previous understanding
of the development of the La Téne culture in that
area. Likewise, the results of recent investigations
at other sites, and those in the Virovitica area in
particular, with well documented finds, in addi-
tion to those that have been collected and kept
in the museum collections since the end of the
19™ century, allow us to carry out a typological-
chronological analysis, which shows that central
Croatia! for the most part formed the eastern area
of distribution of the Mokronog group, that is the
Taurisci. This group is today much better known
due to the results of investigations in central and
eastern Slovenia, used as a basis for its division
into several basic developmental phases, which in-
cluded also single finds from central Croatia.?

The first detailed descriptions of the finds of the La
Téne culture from northern Croatia, together with
a cultural and chronological determination, were
the result of the scholarly activity of N. Majnaric¢-
Pandzi¢. She connected the isolated assemblages
from the destroyed graves in Malunje and Vojko-
vac with the finds from Lower Carniola and attrib-
uted them to the material legacy of the Taurisci.
The understanding of the La Téne culture in Po-
dravina was likewise based only on sparse single
and chance finds and small-scale excavations of
settlements.> An exceptional contribution to the
understanding of the settling of the Podravina
region of central Croatia is that by Z. Markovi¢,

! The eastern border of central Croatia is delimited by the west-
ern ridges of the Papuk and Psunj Mountains, continuing south-
wards to the Sava river. The demarcation line in the Podravina
region crosses the eastern slopes of the Bilogora Mountain. The
eastern borderline towards eastern Croatia is clearly based in the
central part on relief features, while on the edges it transects the
lowland corridor in the Podravina and Posavina regions, which
are at the same time a link between the Danube Basin in the
east and the south-eastern Alpine area in the west. The northern
border lies on the courses of the Drava and Mura rivers, while
the western border is marked by the state frontier with Slov-
enia. To the south there are no prominent relief features that
would clearly separate central and highland Croatia, that is, the
Banovina and Kordun regions can also be considered parts of
central Croatia.

%2 The present-day knowledge of the material legacy of the Tau-
risci is based for the most part on the results of investigations
of sites in Slovenia, where some of the most significant sites
were discovered and investigated as early as the end of the 19™
c. One of these sites — Mokronog — gave its name to the material
culture of the Taurisci: Gustin 1977; Gustin 1984; Bozi¢ 1987;
Bozi¢ 1999.

3 Standing out within single and chance finds of the La Tene
culture in Podravina are: the Early La Tene bracelet from Fer-
dinandovac, the Middle La Téne sword and battle knife from
Bartolovec and Kuserbanj Brijeg, the fibula from Klostar Po-
dravski, the Late La Téne horse harness from OreSac and the
hoards of east Norican silver coins from Purdevac and Varazdin:
Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 1970, 76; Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 1978, 153-155.
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pavanja koja su bitno doprinijela poznavanju
kasnolatenskih nizinskih naselja.* Iako su re-
zultati istraZivanja slovenskih nalazi$ta mokro-
noske skupine omogucili stvaranje zakljuc¢aka
o svakodnevnom Zivotu i pogrebnim obicajima
Tauriska, stanje u sredi$njoj Hrvatskoj bitno se
izmijenilo s posljednjim zaSitnim i sustavnim
iskopavanjima visinskih naselja na Gornjem
gradu u Zagrebu i Kuzelinu, kao i nizinskih
naselja oko Varazdina, Koprivnice i Virovitice,
¢ime je znatno obogacena naseobinska slika
latenske kulture u Podravini. Istrazivano na-
selje u Virovitici, zajedno s ve¢im brojem dru-
gih naselja otkrivenih u terenskim pregledima
u okolici Suhopolja, na osnovi povrsinskih na-
laza, najcesce keramickih ulomaka, datirano je
u razdoblje kasnog latena.¢ Nalazi iz navedenih
istrazivanja jasno su ukazali na vaznost prosto-
ra sredi$nje Hrvatske, kojem pripada i Podravi-
na, tijekom razvoja latenske kulture Tauriska,
bududi da je taj prostor predstavljao vjekovnu
poveznicu europskog zapada i istoka.

Na osnovi navedenih istrazivanja znatno su
prodirene spoznaje o razvoju mokronoske
skupine na isto¢nom prostoru njezinog ra-
sprostiranja. Prikupljena materijalna ostav-
Stina, posebno s groblja u Zvonimirovu, kao i
s drugih podravskih nalazi$ta, pokazuje kako
se mokronoska skupina rasprostirala jo$ dalje
prema istoku, zasad sve do isto¢nih obronaka
Bilogore, odnosno kako su Taurisci kontroli-
rali i znatan dio srediSnje Hrvatske na kojem
se smjesStaju i zajednice panonskog porijekla,
no koje su se nalazile pod njihovom politic¢-
kom, ekonomskom i kulturnom dominacijom
ili barem snaznim utjecajima koji su doveli do
latenizacije dobrog dijela njihove materijalne
ostavstine. Takva pretpostavka, kada se govori
o0 isto¢noj granici mokronoske skupine, zasad
u najvecoj mjeri pociva na nalazima s groblja
u Zvonimirovu. Ipak, novija istrazivanja nizin-
skog naselja u Virovitici te analiza prikupljenih
nalaza s naselja pronadenih u okolici Viroviti-
ce i Suhopolja, potvrdila su kako ona takoder
pripadaju mokronoskoj skupini. Za cjelovitiju
analizu odnosa nalaziSta mokronoske skupine
u srednjoj Podravini s onima zapadnije polo-
zenim oko Koprivnice i Varazdina te u sloven-
skom dijelu Podravine, ali i onih koja se nalaze
sjeverno od rijeke Drave potrebna je cjelovita
obrada sve prikupljene grade. Upravo su re-
zultati istrazivanja groblja u Zvonimirovu, s
4 Markovic’ 1984.

> Simek 1981; Sokol 1992; Majnaric’—?andiic’ 1993; Sokol 2001;
Majnarié-Pandzi¢ 2005; Beki¢ 2006; Cimin 2011.

¢ Dizdar 2006a; Dizdar, Bozi¢ 2010; Dizdar 2011.

1. Uvod / Introduction ZVP 1.

who carried out a series of field surveys as well
as small-scale trial and rescue excavations in the
area of Koprivnica, which significantly added to
our knowledge of the Late La Téne lowland set-
tlements.* Even though the results of the investi-
gations of Slovenian sites of the Mokronog group
led to the conclusions on the everyday life and
funerary customs of the Taurisci, the situation in
central Croatia changed considerably following
the latest rescue and systematic excavations of el-
evated settlements at the Upper Town in Zagreb
and at Kuzelin, as well as of the lowland settle-
ments around Varazdin, Koprivnica and Viroviti-
ca, which greatly enriched the settlement picture
of the La Teéne culture in Podravina.® The inves-
tigated settlement in Virovitica, together with a
number of other settlements discovered through
field surveys in the surroundings of Suhopolje,
was dated to the Late La Tene based on surface
finds, mostly consisting of ceramic shards.® The
finds from those investigations clearly under-
scored the importance of the territory of central
Croatia, which includes also the Podravina region,
in the course of life of the La Téne culture of the
Taurisci, as this territory had been a timeless link
of the European West and East.

The knowledge on the development of the Mokron-
og group in the eastern part of its distribution area
has been greatly augmented due to those inves-
tigations. The collected material legacy, above all
those from the cemetery in Zvonimirovo and from
other sites in Podravina, show that the Mokronog
group was present even further eastwards, it pres-
ently appears all the way to the eastern slopes of
the Bilogora Mountain. In other words, it appears
that the Taurisci controlled a sizeable portion of
central Croatia, which includes also the commu-
nities of the Pannonian origin, over which the
Taurisci exerted political, economic and cultural
domination or, at least, a strong influence that led
to the laténisation of a good part of their material
legacy. Such an assumption, when the eastern bor-
der of the Mokronog group is concerned, is based
in the main part on the finds from the Zvonimi-
rovo cemetery. However, the recent investigations
of the lowland settlement in Virovitica, as well as
the analysis of the finds collected from the set-
tlements discovered in the surroundings of Viro-
vitica and Suhopolje, provided evidence that these
sites, too, belonged to the Mokronog group. Still,
a thorough analysis of the entire collected finds is
necessary for a more comprehensive understand-

4 Markovi¢ 1984.

5 Simek 1981; Sokol 1992; Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 1993; Sokol 2001;
Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 2005; Beki¢ 2006; Cimin 2011.

6 Dizdar 2006a; Dizdar, Bozi¢ 2010; Dizdar 2011.
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Sl. 1: pogled na nalaziste tijekom istrazivanja 1998. godine / Fig. 1: a view on the site during the 1998 excavation

prikupljenom brojnom i raznovrsnom mate-
rijalnom ostav$tinom, od iznimne vaznosti u
prepoznavanju vrste te kontakata ostvarenih
sa susjednim zajednicama, od kojih je vecina
keltskog porijeka, ali i s autohtonim panon-
skim stanovni$tvom Cija je ostavstina, kako je
ve¢ istaknuto, najve¢im dijelom bila latenizi-
rana, no koje je ipak zadrzalo pojedine vlastite
tekovine.’ Isto tako, istrazivanja omogucavaju
proucavanje duhovnog naslijeda i pogrebnih
obicaja nekadasnjih stanovnika Zvonimirova,
a Sto ¢e osnaziti usporedbe s rezultatima istra-
Zivanja groblja na Sirem jugoisto¢noalpskom i
juznopanonskom podruc¢ju. Analizom raspore-
da i broja grobnih priloga otvaraju se moguc-
nosti proucavanja drustvene strukture zajedni-
ce, ako se pretpostavi kako se u broju i kvaliteti
priloga u grobovima zrcali nekadasnji status i
uloga u drustvu preminulog pojedinca. S druge
strane, tipolo$ko proucavanje nalaza s groblja
u Zvonimirovu, uz usporedbe s prostorno bli-
skim nalaziStima, omogucit ¢e prepoznavanje
posebnosti razvoja materijalnog naslijeda te
stvaranje jedinstvene kronoloske slike razvoja
latenske kulture u Podravini.

7 Potrebica, Dizdar 2012.

ing of the relationship of the sites of the Mokro-
nog group in central Podravina and those lying
more to the west around Koprivnica and Varazdin
and in the Slovenian part of the Podravina, as well
as those north of the Drava river. The results of
the investigation of the Zvonimirovo cemetery,
which yielded abundant and diverse material re-
mains, are exceptionally important for recogniz-
ing the type of contacts with the neighbouring
communities, most of which were Celtic, but also
with the indigenous Pannonian population, whose
heritage, as already pointed out, was laténeised to
a great extent, but still preserved certain attain-
ments of its own.” In the same vein, the investi-
gations facilitate the study of the spiritual her-
itage and burial rites of one-time inhabitants of
Zvonimirovo, which will be further enhanced by
comparisons with the results of investigations of
the cemeteries in the wider south-eastern Alpine
and southern Pannonian area. The analysis of the
distribution and number of grave goods opens the
way to the study of the social structure of the com-
munity, if one assumes that the number and qual-
ity of grave goods mirrors the former status and
social role of the deceased person. On the other
hand, the typological study of the finds from the
Zvonimirovo cemetery, coupled with the analogies
from the sites in the vicinity, will make it possi-
ble to identify the specificities in the development
of the material heritage and the creation of the
unique chronological picture of the development
of the La Téne culture in Podravina.

7 Potrebica, Dizdar 2012.



Iscrpna analiza materijalne ostavstine s gro-
blja u Zvonimirovu kao i s drugih podravskih
nalaziSta mokronoske skupine, u konacnici
moze pripomoc¢i u naznacavanju slike nase-
ljenosti podravskog prostora sredi$nje Hrvat-
ske u vrijeme mladeg Zeljeznog doba, Cije ce
kvalitetnije rjeSenje biti moguce tek po objavi
veceg broja arheoloskih istrazivanja. Rezulta-
te i prikupljene spoznaje potom je potrebno

MO 1. Uvod / Introduction ZVP 1.

A detailed analysis of the material legacy from the
Zvonimirovo cemetery as well as from the other
sites of the Mokronog group in the Podravina
region can eventually facilitate the outlining of
the picture of the population of central Croatia
in the Late Iron Age, even though this issue will
be solved adequately only when a number of ar-
chaeological investigations have been published.
The results and the achieved knowledge will then
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Karta 2: polozaj groblja Zvonimirovo-Veliko polje s ozna¢enim naseljima latenske kulture (detalj karte 1:5000) /
Map 2: position of the Zvonimirovo-Veliko polje cemetery with marked settlements of the La Tene culture (a detail of a 1:5000 map)
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usporediti s podacima antickih historiografa
kod kojih su o¢uvani spomeni o onim etnickim
zajednicama koje su obiljezile posljednju fazu
protopovijesnog razvoja na juznopanonskom i
jugoistocnoalpskom prostoru. S druge strane,
svi prikupljeni nalazi omogucavaju izradu kro-
noloske slike razvoja materijalne kulture koja
na taj nacin podravski prostor sredi$nje Hrvat-
ske prikazuje sastavnim dijelom velike keltske
ekumene u koju su bile utkane i odredene po-
sebnosti koje materijalnu ostavstinu latenske
kulture u zapadnom dijelu medurijecja Drave i
Save, na susretu juznopanonske ravnice i jugo-
isto¢nih obronaka Alpa, ¢ine prepoznatljivom.

Dosad prikupljene spoznaje prikazuju groblje
u Zvonimirovu kao jedinstveno i zasad jedino
sustavno istrazivano groblje latenske kulture
u sjevernoj Hrvatskoj na kojem su izdvojeni
nalazi koji se mogu povezati s naslijedem sve
tri osnovne etnicke sastavnice, Tauriscima,
Skordiscima te Panoncima, koji su svojom po-
javnoscu obiljezili razdoblje mladeg Zeljeznog
doba u medurije¢ju Save, Drave i Dunava.t
Zbog toga rezultati istrazivanja groblja u Zvo-
nimirovu predstavljaju jedno od polazista za
proucavanje odnosa izmedu dviju spomenutih
keltskih zajednica koje su boravile na juznom
i jugoistotnom predzidu keltskog svijeta, kao i
za upoznavanje njihovog odnosa prema autoh-
tonom stanovniStvu s kojim su se susreli tije-
kom druge polovice 4. st. pr. Kr. od kada razvi-
jaju iznimno slozenu drustvenu i ekonomsku
povezanost te isprepletenost koja ¢e potrajati
sve do gubitka njihovih samostalnosti krajem
1. st. pr. Kr. Na taj nacin groblje u Zvonimi-
rovu, s iznimno bogatim grobnim cjelinama,
omogucava bolje promatranje ostavstine la-
tenske kulture za cijelu juznu Panoniju. Ko-
nacna analiza i objava groblja, nakon okonca-
nja konzervacije i restauracije pokretne grade,
omogucit ¢e i kvalitetnije poznavanje razvoja
oruzane opreme keltskih ratnika te no$nje kao
i niza procesa koji su se u mladem Zeljeznom
dobu odvijali na Sirem juznopanonskom i ju-
goistonoalpskom prostoru.

8 Izdvajanje groblja Zvonimirovo-Veliko polje kao jedinog su-
stavno istrazenog groblja mladeg Zeljeznog doba u sjevernoj
Hrvatskoj donekle opovrgavaju ve¢ vise od 50 godina poznati
nalazi iz Donjeg grada u Osijeku. Medutim, analize danas sve
vise pokazuju kako se izdvojene cijeline ne mogu smatrati pouz-
danim te zahtijevaju detaljnu reviziju: Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 2007.

15

have to be compared with the accounts of ancient
historiographers that mention those ethnic com-
munities that marked the last phase of the pro-
tohistoric development in southern Pannonia and
the south-eastern Alps. On the other hand, the
sum of the collected finds allows one to paint the
picture of the chronological development of the
material culture, which in this way shows the Po-
dravina area of central Croatia as the integral part
of the great Celtic oecumene, in whose fabric were
interwoven certain particularities which render
the material legacy of the La Tene culture in the
western part of the area between the Drava and
Sava rivers, at the contact of the southern Pan-
nonian plain and south-eastern spurs of the Alps,
a recognizable phenomenon.

The understanding of the cemetery in Zvonimirovo
gained so far shows it as a unique and, until now,
the only systematically investigated cemetery of the
La Téne culture in northern Croatia, which yielded
finds that can be connected with the traditions of
all three basic ethnic components — the Taurisci,
the Scordisci and the Pannonians, whose presence
marked the Late Iron Age period in the area between
the Sava, Drava and Danube rivers.® This is the rea-
son that the results of the investigation of the ceme-
tery in Zvonimirovo are one of the starting points for
the study of the relationship between the two men-
tioned Celtic communities inhabiting the southern
and south-eastern boundary of the Celtic world, as
well as for the insight into their relationship with the
indigenous population, which they encountered in
the latter half of the 4™ c. BC, and with whom they
thereafter started developing an exceptionally intri-
cate social and economic association and relation-
ship, which would last until the loss of their inde-
pendences at the end of the 1% c¢. BC. In that way the
cemetery in Zvonimirovo, with its exceptionally rich
grave assemblages, gives a better insight into the
legacy of the La Téne culture for the entire south-
ern Pannonia. The final analysis and publication of
the cemetery, after the conservation and restoration
of finds has been completed, will also enhance the
understanding of the development of the military
equipment of Celtic warriors and costume, as well
as a number of processes that were taking place in
the wider area of southern Pannonia and the south-
eastern Alps in the Late Iron Age.

8 It can be contended to a certain extent that the Zvonimirovo-
Veliko Polje cemetery is the only systematically investigated
cemetery from the Late Iron Age and the La Tene culture in
northern Croatia based on the finds from the Lower Town (Don-
ji Grad) in Osijek, which have been known for the past 50 years.
However, it is becoming increasingly clear by recent analyses
that distinct assemblages cannot in fact be considered accu-
rate and necessitate a detailed reassessment: Majnari¢-Pandzi¢
2007.



