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Foreword

The International Scientific Conference entitled “Secrets of iron - from raw material to an iron object” was organized 
by the Institute of Archaeology in cooperation with the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb as the seventh in a series of 
meetings of experts on topics related to medieval archaeology, but also other archaeological and historical periods. The 
gathering took place in Zagreb on the 10th and 11th of September 2020 in the Gallery of the Archaeological Museum in Za-
greb at 6 Pavao Hatz Street, with an all-day program. The Organizing and Scientific Committee consisted of scientists from 
the Institute dealing with the medieval period: Tajana Sekelj Ivančan, PhD. Tatjana Tkalčec, PhD. Juraj Belaj, PhD. Siniša 
Krznar PhD. and doctoral student Tena Karavidović. A total of 62 colleagues participated, of which 44 international and 18 
Croatian, who presented 16 international and 11 local presentations and/or posters.

Although we live in challenging and unstable times caused by the pandemic of Covid-19 virus, but also by the earthqua-
ke in Zagreb which, in the spring of 2020, significantly damaged the city centre, the intention to address issues related 
to iron production and the manufacture of iron objects in the pre-industrial era was successfully realised. The scientific 
conference was organized as a hybrid event, with presentations held at the Museum Gallery and via the web platform, all 
broadcasted live with the active involvement of participants in discussions through the web platform Crowdcast. Posters 
of the participants who were not able to attend the conference in person were printed out and available online on the In-
stitute of Archaeology website during the conference. The official languages of the conference were Croatian and English.

Several lectures and presentations from the conference were prepared for these Proceedings. The received papers 
cover multiple archaeological and historical periods, from the Early Iron Age up to the Modern Age, while geographically 
covering almost the entire European area and beyond. The Proceedings are interdisciplinary and include papers with 
various methodological approaches and sub-topics that permeate and complement each other. The sixteen papers col-
lected in the publication present the results of non-invasive research methods on sites with remnants of ironworks activi-
ties, the geological study of the potential for ore formation within a lowland landscape, studies of ore sources and mining, 
the results of archaeological excavations of preserved furnaces, workshops and ancillary facilities, as well as insights on 
archaeological finds of slag and technical ceramics and iron objects, as well as discussion on long-term iron production 
and knowledge transfer and the results of conducted analyses from the spectrum of natural sciences which define the 
types of materials and technology of iron production and production of iron objects, as well as methods of approach to 
chemical profiling of archaeological samples. The afore-mentioned papers are signed by thirty-five (co)authors, scientists 
from Slovenia, Austria, Germany, the Czech Republic, Romania, Poland, Latvia, the Russian Federation and Croatia, who, 
each in their own way, open a new perspective and contribute to our understanding of iron production and processing.

With these Proceedings, we aim to encourage some new reflections, present the results of new archaeological and 
interdisciplinary research and insights that will be useful in further research on specific topics related to iron production 
and processing, and offer them to the general scientific and professional public.

Tajana Sekelj Ivančan and Tena Karavidović




